TJ 501 2005 Seminar Topics 
	Week 
	Seminar Discussion Topics

	1
	Introduction to the Strand: its structure and purpose. Submissions for the unit: style and expectations. Allocation of seminar papers for weeks 5 – 13. From groups to discuss then report back on one of these Research Questions from Fleer and Jane Chapter 1. Experiences and Understandings of Technology and Technology Teaching  pp 3-24: 1.2, 1.3, 1.10, 1.12. Discuss Research Questions 1.13.

	2
	Building a design Brief. What is a Design Brief, its purpose and form? Evaluating some examples. In small groups consider a technology problem that the group experiences, then prepare a design brief to support a solution, Share the work with the class. 

	3
	What are the characteristics of children’s design technology drawings and how are these supported through the curriculum statements and practice? 

Rogers, G. and J. Wallace. 2000. The wheels of the bus: children designing in an early years classroom. Research in Science and Technology Education 18 (1): 127-136.


	4
	What are the major differences between learners in the Technology classroom , how are there differences evident in Victorian schools and how can teachers enable students to develop technological capability?

	
	Easter Break Friday March 25, - Tuesday March 29

	5
	VELS requires the key concepts of Technology be infused throughout students’ learning experiences. However, common practice has it that only Science & Technology can be integrated. Critically investigate the reasons for this conventions and report other ways the principles of integrated curriculum could be utilised to teach Technology across the curriculum.

References: 

Brady, L. & Kennedy K. (2003).  Curriculum construction. Chapter 6 “Integrated Curriculum: Pearson Australia.  
Call Number 375.001 B729c2
Victoria: VELS at http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au
Victoria: Blueprint for Government Schools (2004) at http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/blueprint
See: http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/blueprint/fs1/polt/unpacked.asp#anchor_three

	6
	The National Curriculum (UK) says Technology calls for students to become autonomous and creative problem solvers, as individuals and members of teams. It also says that through design and technology, all pupils can become discriminating and informed users of products, and become innovators.  How do these expectations compare with the VELS requirement and how can teachers encourage learners to ask quality design questions?

Reference:

Harriman, S. (1996). Design it, make it, appraise it. Carlton Curriculum Corporation.



	7
	(Not for Monday Classes Queen’s Birthday Holiday )
Many schools confuse the KLA with computer technologies: explore the reasons for this confusion and consider the curriculum differences between Information Technology as defined in the CSF and VELS.

References:

Perrina, S. “The Educational Technology is Technology Education Manifesto” Journal of Technology Education Vol. 15 No 1., Fall 2003.

Ager, R.(2000) The art of information and communications technology for teachers. London David Fulton.

	8
	If students are to become productive and informed citizens in a technologically-defined future, they must be offered opportunities to develop relevant knowledge, understandings, skills and be able to apply these in the context of solving meaningful, practical problems. Critically evaluate how a technology driven curriculum can offer these learning experiences and discuss the how teachers can assess for student learning outcomes.

References:

Phol, M. (1999). Learning to think thinking to learn. Hawker Brownlow Education.

Sandholts, J. (1997). Teaching with technology: Creating student-centered classrooms. Teachers College.

	9
	How does the current (2005) Victorian approach to Technology differ from the Essential Learning model adopted in Tasmania? What can we learn from the approaches taken in Tasmania in the way it has developed and presented a Technology curriculum within the Essential Leanings policy?

Reference:

Essential Leanings: http://www.education.tas.gov.au/ocll/publications/default.htm

	10
	Look at http://www.girltech.com/Invention/IN_menu_frame.html

	11
	What are the most significant ethical issues confronting Victorian teachers in the Technology classroo0m of 2005 and how should these be addresses?

Reference:

King, J. (1997). Technology education: AN environmental perspective.

	12
	Determine whether constructivist principles of teaching and learning are aliened with the Technology classroom. What pedagogy is most appropriate for the classroom teacher of Technology to adopt in order to achieve the aims of VELS?

References:

Fleer, M. and Jane B. (2004) Technolgy for children. Reaaaasearch-based approaches 2nd Edition. Pearson Education Australia.

Hill, J.A. Teaching and old project new tricks. Technology Teacher, Dec 2003/Jan 2004, Vol. 63 Issue 4.

	13
	Review and feedback on the papers.


