Comments from 27 First Year Students on the SMART Board Interactive Whiteboard

Subject:   
Tj501 Smart Board

I think that the smart board has been a great support in the Technology room, Im still amazed how it actually works. I love the highlighter. The smart board has helped immensely, cause if it were up to me to follow my own screen, I would still be in week 1.Its very easy to follow and all of the class can see what's going on. I'm still a little confused about how to use it but one day, when im feeling confident and know more info about computers I'll have a go.

------------

Subject:   
TJ 501 - Smartboard

Rupert, i think the smartboard is a very useful tool in our technology class, it allows everyone to see what you are doing on your computer as well as help us present assignments in an interesting way. It is great how you can highlight and circle important information on the board so that everone knows, without hesitation which points you are talking about/expressing. I am really interested in the smartboard, i feel like i want to try to point and click on the board with my finger. The only downfall with the smartboard is that sometimes it doesnt do as you wish, when you touch it, sometimes it doesnt click. Melanie.

------------

Subject:   
TJ501 Smartboard

hey rupert before coming to my first technology class i had never seen a smart board before. i think it is a great support as a teacher because the students have something to look at the entire time instead of their own computer screen.

it's easier to understand things when it shown to you, other than have to work things out yourself, the smart board helps do this.

i think i would be quite scary to use it, i would think that i would brake it or something, but touching it to hard or pressing it in the wrong place.

i would like to get to use it maybe just once!

rupert, you look like you have fun using it anyways!

well i hope that is enough for you

thanks!!

------------

Subject:   
TJ 501 Smart Board

Hi Rupert I like the interactive white board as it makes it easy for the whole class to see what is going on and where you are at. Its a valuable piece of equipment that makes our (students) life much easier, especially those like myself who are not computer literate and need to see what exactly is going on.

------------

Subject:   
TJ501 Smart Board

I was definatley intrigued when I first saw the Smart Board. I had never seen one before!! It has been especially helpful in our class presentations, as it is like a projector. But not only with group presentations, it has also been helpful for when Rupert wants to demonstrate something from the computer. Like, Microsoft Excel, and all of the other programs we have been shown in our tutes.

I think the 'textas' are a really good idea, but seem to be a little difficult to learn how to use at first (getting confused with which pen to use, when and what for). I think that the ability to touch the screen as though your finger is the mouse is a really effective idea as it enables the presenter (person up the front) to stand up next to the screen, not sit at the computer, controling it from there.

I haven't really had a go at using the Smart Board, but I definately think it is a handy tool for a presentation or for teaching a class.

------------

Subject:   
tj501 Smartboard

Hello Rupert,

To tell you the truth before i came to university and into the tech tute i never seen or even heard of a smart board. I think it's a great educational tool, as the whole class is able to see what they are suppossed to do as an individual they can do what is asked of them, upon looking at the smart board. I like the fact that you can highlight sentences that you are specifically looking at, and use a pen to circle particualr things. Overall, it's a great invention and should be more popular especially in schools and universities

------------

Subject:   
TJ 501 Smart Board

The 'smart board' is a great thing it really helps with the interaction in the class room because without it everybody would be hanging around one of the computers in the room and there is limited room. I had never seen one before and was reaslly interested in how it all worked now, i would really like the opportunity to get to use it when i am in class and again when i am a teacher as well because it would be a really good way to interact with the kids and convey alot of messages without all the hassel of a regular whiteboard or blackboard.

------------

Subject:   
TJ 501 Smart Board

Well I think that the Smart Board is a wonderful tool in the classroom.  It enables all of the class to see what the teacher is talking about.  Otherwise it could be very awkward for us to see what it going on.  Through the use of the Smart Board, we are able to see as well as hear, what we are being told to do.  I have not had the opportunity to use the board as yet.  However i am still learning how to use a normal computer!!!!  One day though I will have to confidence to touch it, then I might be able to use the pens.  Can you change the colours of the pens or not.  Pink would be great.

------------

Subject:   
TJ 501 Smart Board

Hi Rupert

The use of an electronic whiteboard is a handy tool as it eliminates the use of the mouse and keyboarding when delivering information. It allows the user to point out specific points or references that he or she is trying to make. It can be used for a variety of different purposes and makes navigation between documents quite simple. It was an effective tool during our presentation as all presenters could then focus on the topic at hand and not tend to the computer. The conventional use of the computer during the presentation may have diverted attention away from the slide show itself.

------------

Subject:   
smart board

This is the first time i have ever seem this type of white board. I find it a fantastic tool for you to be able to teach us on. It seems to make life a lot more easy for you, and also alot easier for us to understand what is going on.

------------

Subject:   
TJ501 Smart Board

Hello Rupert,

I think the white board idea is great, it is central to our learning in this tute and i think it is a fantastic asset to our learning. It is engaging and i think it has many uses.

------------

Subject:   
TJ 501 Smart Board

I have enjoyed learning through the use of the smart board. For me, it really helps for me to actually see the way something is done, rather than just being told how to do it, especially when it comes to technology. It allows you to follow the teacher step by step as you are doing the same thing on your computer.

It has really helped me get my head around technology.

------------

Subject:   
TJ501 Smart Board

I think that the smart board is a very useful tool. This is the first time that I have seen anything like it. Its good for presentations, as the people presentating do not have to sit at the computer, they can stand facing the audience and touch the screen. It is also a good focal point for the class and is much more interesting as it is colouful and uses animations. It is also an efficient tool that keeps the class interested. It is quicker then a white board as things can be erased automatically. It is also useful when we are learning things about the computer and different programs. All the students do not have to sit around one small computer. It can be displayed on the big white board screen and everyone can sit comfortable in their sits. Overall the smart  board is effective and interesting.

---------------------


Subject:   
TJ 501 Smart Board

Hi Rupert,

I think the smart board is a great learning tool with the class room.

You being able to show us then steps when using such programs as power point and being able to highlight areas that we need to know is extremely useful.

It also helps us a students with the presenting of our work and i think that this would be a useful tool within school class rooms as well.

It helps in keeping the content of the class much more interesting that the every day classes we have to sit through. It helps in speeding up the process of following the instructions given to us and assists in the structure and learning in the class.

great to see new technology being used and its much better than the conventional whiteboards.

regards

---------------------


Subject:   
tj501 smart board

We found smart board very advanced. It was interseting and made class fun. It was great because we got to use it in our presentations , it made it easy to learn because it was a big board and it was easy to read

We found it fascinating

---------------------


Subject:   
TJ501 smartboard

Hi Rupert,

I think the smartboard is an interesting tool. It's certainly useful when you are explaining how to do something with the computer. I also find that when you are using it it makes it easier to focus on what you are doing, because the board is interesting and tends to grab my attention.

One advantage it might have is encouraging students to give presentations. Personally, i think the Design Brief assignment is more appealing than it otherwise would be, because I know it will give me a chance to use the board.

However, I suspect that this is to do with the fact that it is still quite a novelty. If the board was used all the time in every class I have, I think I would get used to it and it would no longer have such an effect. Although it would remain a useful tool, especially for showing us a procedure on the computer, I cannot see many advantages it has over using a computer connected to an ordinary data projector.
Anyway, that's what I think.

-------------------

Subject:   
TJ501 SMARTBOARD

POSITIVES:

- the smartscreen allows the whole of a classroom to see information presented by a tutor/student

- I found the smartscreen very user friendly

- It is ideal for presenting information as it involves the whole class

GENERAL THOUGHTS:

As a tool for learning, it is excellent.  I found that when I was being instructed with the smartboard, it was much easier for me to follow along on my own PC.  On a personal note, I did find staying focused in IT subjects whilst at high-school a challenge, as the teacher helped students on an individual basis, but now that the smartscreen can be used to answer any queries, i can stay more focused.  A mutiple of questions can be ansewered at once.

---------------------


Subject:   
TJ 501 - smart board

I think the smart board is a really good thing to have in the class room. It makes it easier to pay attention as we can watch what you are doind and how you are doing it. This is mauch easier than a teacher standing at the front of the room saying 'you do this then this then this'. I also found it good to use when doing our presentation. It gave us something to refer to and made our presenation look better.

This was a very good investment Rupert! Money well spent!!

---------------------


Subject:   
TJ 501 SmartBoard

The smartboard is an innovative tool in which relates to the technology of tomorrow. it is good for us to get some experience with what might become part of our experiences in schools after we graduate.

it is a much easier way than setting up a projector and using a whiteboard as it becomes too difficult after a while. i think it is seen as a novelty at the moment as not many people would have seen, let alone heard of it before- i know i didnt before this class!
One negative of this i would see would be if you organised a task to be completed on the SmartBoard and something happened like the power went out etc.

the smartboard is a new way of using technology and i feel that in order for us to be efficient teachers within the VELS curriculum, we will need to know about some of the newer technological features of today and tomorrow!

hope you find this useful,

---------------------


Subject:   
TJ 501 Smart Board

First impressions of the smart board were that it was a great tool that allows for interactive learning. Instead of having instructions and doing our own thing, we are able to see through demonstrations what we are required to do. I also think that in these early stages, a bit of 'playing around' and experimentation did occur a bit too much but at the same time i felt this was reasonable because it was new and thats the best way to learn about something.

I think that in this type of class, the smart board in great but in everyday classes that do not incur a sole reliant on computers, it would be impracticle alone. A traditional white board is needed as it is difficult to write on the board.

Overall i think for this type of class, the smart board in a highly valuable and useful tool.

hope this helps

---------------------


The use of the smartboard in the tutes is an innovative way of learning.  Considering the class is based around technology in the community the use of the smartboard is a very interactive way of teaching and learning.  For someone who has very little knowledge of computers I found the use of the smartboard a great learning tool as the steps were visually in front of me not just in a text book that I would have to work through step by step.

I feel that at times you could have made better use of your time in class with the use of the equipment. You would sometimes go off on a tangent that you were trying to work out and the rest of the class would be left wondering what you were doing or should we be following suit.  I feel though that once you are aware of the full components of the smartboard you will better utilise it's features.  I can't imagine how you would have taught this class in previous years without the use of the smartboard.  It is a very valuable piece of innovative technology.

