TJ 828 Writing Examples and Exercises
Try replacing this:

As a team member with three fellow students, I have recently produced a comprehensive CD about drugs education and healthy relationships.

With this:

I have recently worked as a team member with three fellow pre-service teachers to produce a digital teaching and learning resource that promotes healthy relationships and deals with issues of drug dependence and abuse.

Overuse of passive voice can cause your prose to seem flat and uninteresting. 
Replace this passive voice sentence:

High levels of professional communication would be developed through strong and positive relationships with my fellow teachers, students and patents.

With this active voice sentence:

As a graduate I will develop high levels of professional communication and strong positive relationships with patents, students and colleagues.

Replace: 

As I have previously stated, strategies and approaches that utilise Thinking Skills and Thinking Curriculum of open-ended questions combined with explicit teaching from the basis of my teacher practice. (29 words)
With this:

During my teaching rounds I have used a range of strategies and approaches including Thinking Skills, Thinking Curriculum and asking open-ended questions. (22 words)
Replace this:

Embedded and fundamental to my planning is the needs of each student. (12 words)
With this:

The needs of each student are fundamental to my planning.  (10 words)
Replace this:

Along side methods obtained through written assessment of student’s work, I believe that anecdotal notes including levels of engagement, teamwork and contribution to the work and levels of student satisfaction with work requirements are equally valid. (36 words)
With this:

In addition to using assessment of written work I also use anecdotal notes, recording levels of engagement & satisfaction and contribution to teamwork.  (23 words)

Never use not only…  but…   For example do not say:

Shopping sprees, cutting cakes and short math games were activities that not only provided the student with a learning experience that they could make connections with but a learning experience that was enjoyable.  (33 words)
Say something like this instead:

The shopping sprees, cutting cakes and short math games that I planned were enjoyable and provided students with experiences based on real life activities. 
(24 words)
Keep sentences short and simple.

Replace this:

Throughout teaching rounds and observations I have identified and experienced how ongoing and continual assessment and reporting is an imperative component of a teachers role. (25 words)
With something like this:

During my teaching rounds I have observed the importance of assessment and reporting.  (13 words)
Do not use I feel or start a sentence with being.

Being a university student for four years I feel that I have had to communicate on different levers both formally and informally on a daily basis. (26 words)
While studying at university for the past 4 years I have developed my communication skills on a daily basis.  (19 words)
Make sure that you demonstrate that you meet the criteria.

Demonstrated high level of communication and interpersonal skills and professional behaviour when interacting with students, parents and other teachers.

The use of home school ‘learning diaries’, initiating contact with the parents of the students in my care, following the established protocols already in place in the school, being prepared to listed to and respect my colleagues, realising the strengths of my colleagues and allowing the development of mentoring situations all appear to me to pave the way to fostering the desired culture of communication and professional behaviours established in this criteria. (72 words)
During my teaching rounds I observed the use ‘learning diaries’ as a method of maintaining contact with parents.  As a graduate teacher I would establish the use of ‘learning diaries’ within my classroom.  The distinctions I received for my round demonstrates my ability to communicate effectively with students, parents and colleagues, as well as the following comments from my supervising teachers: (61 words in 2 sentences)
Replace this:

My ability to successfully implement and evaluate Curriculum initiatives in accordance with Curriculum and Standards Frameworks have been demonstrated during my recent volunteer teaching at the Forest Street Primary School where I undertook the Early Years Numeracy Testing with a class of Grade 2 pupils.  This testing enabled me to experience the procedures which are involved and required in order for the testing to provide a reflection of the student’s level of ability and achievement as an individual.  
(78 words in 2 sentence)

With something like this:

As a volunteer at Forest Street Primary School I conducted Early Years Numeracy Testing with a class of Grade 2 pupils.  The experience I gained during this testing will assist me in implementing the Early Years Numeracy initiative if I am placed in an early years class.  (47 words in 2 sentences)
Do not start sentences with Therefore:
Therefore, by implementing numerous initiatives helps support all learning styles.

As a graduate I would use curriculum initiatives to support the full range of learning styles within my classroom.

Instructions:  Read the sentence then work in small groups to compose an improved version.

As a team member with three fellow students, I have recently produced a comprehensive CD about drugs education and healthy relationships.

Replace this passive voice sentence:

High levels of professional communication would be developed through strong and positive relationships with my fellow teachers, students and patents.

As I have previously stated, strategies and approaches that utilise Thinking Skills and Thinking Curriculum of open-ended questions combined with explicit teaching from the basis of my teacher practice. (29 words)
Replace this:

Embedded and fundamental to my planning is the needs of each student. (12 words)
Replace this:

Along side methods obtained through written assessment of student’s work, I believe that anecdotal notes including levels of engagement, teamwork and contribution to the work and levels of student satisfaction with work requirements are equally valid. (36 words)
Never use not only…  but…  

For example do not say:

Shopping sprees, cutting cakes and short math games were activities that not only provided the student with a learning experience that they could make connections with but a learning experience that was enjoyable.  (33 words)
Keep sentences short and simple.

Replace this:

Throughout teaching rounds and observations I have identified and experienced how ongoing and continual assessment and reporting is an imperative component of a teachers role. (25 words)
Do not use I feel or start a sentence with being.

Being a university student for four years I feel that I have had to communicate on different levers both formally and informally on a daily basis. (26 words)
Make sure that you demonstrate that you meet the criteria.

Demonstrated high level of communication and interpersonal skills and professional behaviour when interacting with students, parents and other teachers.

The use of home school ‘learning diaries’, initiating contact with the parents of the students in my care, following the established protocols already in place in the school, being prepared to listed to and respect my colleagues, realising the strengths of my colleagues and allowing the development of mentoring situations all appear to me to pave the way to fostering the desired culture of communication and professional behaviours established in this criteria. (72 words)
My ability to successfully implement and evaluate Curriculum initiatives in accordance with Curriculum and Standards Frameworks have been demonstrated during my recent volunteer teaching at the Forest Street Primary School where I undertook the Early Years Numeracy Testing with a class of Grade 2 pupils.  This testing enabled me to experience the procedures which are involved and required in order for the testing to provide a reflection of the student’s level of ability and achievement as an individual.  
(78 words in 2 sentence)

Do not start sentences with Therefore:
Therefore, by implementing numerous initiatives helps support all learning styles.

Page 1 of 9

